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The Flower Diagram
(Adapted from Richard N Bolles)

Petal 1: Goal, Purpose, or Mission in Life

1. Provide for my family with a secure and stable job that 
doesn’t require me to work nights, weekends, and holidays. 

2. Establish a name for myself among the Hawaii food 
industry community.

3. Be an outstanding member of my community and give back 
when possible. 

Petal 2: Favorite Knowledge or Fields of Interest

1. Cooking and creating allergy friendly healthy foods for my family 
and people alike. 

2. Reading and understanding the mechanisms behind how things 
work. 

3. Food Safety, Quality Assurance, Product and Research 
Development, Food Chemistry, and Microbiology.  

4. Health, Nutrition, Current Dietary Trends. 

Petal 3: Favorite Transferable Skills

1. Not afraid of hard work and exhibiting positive attitude.
2. Practical and logical thinking to see things through. 
3. Highly organized and calm under pressure. 
4. Responsibility, integrity, ownership, accountability.
5. Mental and emotional intelligence. 
6. Adaptable to work environment and people. 
7. Encouraging and ready to teach and learn. 

Petal 4: Preferred Kinds of People to Work With

1. People with integrity who take ownership of their job and 
responsibilities. 

2. Open-minded individuals that conduct discussion rather than argue 
or dictate. 

3. Leaders who have the patience to teach as well as learn from each 
other. 

4. One’s with emotional intelligence and a sense of humor. 

Petal 5: Favorite Working Conditions

1. A normal weekday 9-5 position rather than weekends, nights, and 
holidays. 

2. Not confined to a desk all day and able to have some physical 
activity and people interaction.

3. In a laboratory to conduct food safety and quality assurance 
analysis. 

4. Have opportunities to travel to oversee growth and expansion of 
company.    

Petal 6: Preferred Salary Range

1. A position that is specific and exercises my expertise among a 
collaborative team of highly skilled individuals.  

2. Responsibility is shared as a team but salary reflect level of 
contribution. 

3. Annual salary would reflect more than one source of income
4. My prefered salary timeline:

a. 5 years - $75k to $80k
b. 10 years - $110k to $120k

Petal 7: Preferred Place(s) to Live 

1. My wish is to stay in Honolulu for most of my professional career.
2. It is ideal to live within 15 minutes driving distance to work from 

home.  
3. My family plans are to move to Kauai closer to retirement to own 

and operate a small cafe for locals and tourists. 

Instructions: After reading The Flower Diagram Instructions and 
reflecting on the 7 petals, fill in each of the boxes to the right with top 
2-3 ideas that emerged from your reflection. Be sure to submit this 
diagram to Laulima and post to your professional portfolio.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18m9PVoUS44YQN9xPxF_OcfKC5i-YnTua8XL_pu9SESI/edit#heading=h.t4ym4zv7mdd4

